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The 2022 Elke Meissgeier  
Memorial Scholarship and 
the $1,000 award were  
presented to Isabella Catanese 
by The Rev.  Ellen Meissgeier, 
the sponsor of this scholarship.   
 
In nominating Isabelle for the 
scholarship, her German teacher 
at North Penn High School, An-
drew Baker, wrote “she is going 
to study international business 
(at the University of Pittsburgh), 
so her German will definite-
ly come in handy! 
 
The thing that sticks out to me 
the most is her dedication to 
German despite very large obsta-
cles. She was selected to go 
abroad for her Junior year on a 
scholarship and then was unable 
to go because of COVID. For 
many students, this would have 
been such a huge disappoint-
ment that it would have affected 
their desire to learn German and 
generally sour their pursuit of 
language studies. Much the  
opposite for Isabella, it has 
seemed to bolster her determina-
tion to learn and soak up as 
much German experience while 
at North Penn as possible.  

Her passion is genuine and  
resolute. I can always count on 
her to give an interesting  
perspective on the topics at hand
- she is quick and adept at 
presentations in German class. 
She delivers those presentations 
in German better than many  
students speak in English.  

I really can't think of enough 
positive qualities to say about 
Isabella- not only about her love 
for German but her general  
demeanor as a student and  
person.” 

Isabelle offered her thanks by 
writing:  “Thank you so much for 
awarding me with this scholar-
ship honoring Mrs. Meissgeier.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isabella Catanese accepting the  
Elke Meissgeier  Memorial  Scholarship  

from The Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 
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Lower Moreland Student Presented  

Concordia Trust Excellence in German Award 

The Concordia Trust Certificate of 
Achievement Award and the $500 
award were given to Lower Moreland 
High School senior, Zihan Yang 

Zihan’s German teacher, Margaret 
Stiles, wrote "Zihan has had an excep-
tional academic career at Lower  
Moreland. In his six years of German, 
he has earned all A’s.  Zihan has been 
a member of the German National  

Concordia Trust Outstanding Achievement Awards 

Presented to Council Rock High School South Students  

The 2022 Concordia Trust  
Outstanding Achievement Awards 
were presented to Joey Horger and 
Tristan Mangin.  

German teacher, Roy Harvey nomi-
nated both students to receive the 
$500 awards.  “Joey Horger is plan-
ning on going to the University of  
Pittsburgh, where he might pursue a 
German minor, and a major in Behav-
ioral Neuroscience.  Of my seniors he 
is the one who specifically mentioned 
pursuing German at the college level. 

He has always been positive and hard-
working as is currently president of  
German Club. 
  
Tristan Mangin is a consistently good stu-
dent in German and has always been  
helpful to others, polite, and is applying to 
become an Eagle Scout.  He would like to 
go into pre-med and is also interested in 
psychiatry.  He has been involved in both 
music and sports, as well as in German 
Honor Society and Club.” 
 

Herzlichen Glückwunsch! 

Honor Society during all four of his high 
school years, and earned a Gold  
Medal  in grades 8, 9 and 10 on the  
National German exam.   

One does not come across many  
students like Zihan. Not only does he 
have intellect and tenacity, he has a 
winning personality, athletic talent, 
leadership skills and impeccable charac-
ter and integrity." 

Certificate of Achievement Awards 

The Philadelphia Vicinity and  
Delaware Chapter of The American  
Association of Teachers of German 
(AATG) held its Annual Awards and 
Testing Ceremony on April 23 at the 
German Society of Pennsylvania to 
honor students from public, private 
and parochial schools in the greater 
Delaware Valley for their outstanding 
performance on the 2022  AATG exam.   

The awards were presented to: 

Brynleigh Duffy —Upper Dublin HS 
Ian Gomez - St. Joseph’s Prep School  

Brynleigh wrote: “Thank you so much for 
my recent award for outstanding German 
language proficiency. It was much appre-
ciated and I look forward to continuing to 
learn and grow in my German studies.” 



Page 3 

Volume 19, Issue 1  

Robert L. Stocks Memorial Scholarship  

Presented to Amelia Heppe 

Amelia Heppe, a graduating senior 
from Wissahickon High School, is the 
2022 recipient of the Robert L. 
Stocks Memorial Scholarship. 

In applying for this scholarship, 
Amelia, who now attends Emory  
University, wrote: “I have been taking 
German classes in school for the past 
six years. It has always been a favor-
ite class of mine because I love the 
logical organization of the German 
language and the intricacies of  
modern German history. With each 
passing year of school my dedication 
and interest to German class grew. 
One of my favorite subjects in  
German class was studying the DDR 
time period as well as German  
reunification. I dedicate time l 
earning language outside of school; I 
listen to German news podcasts on 
the way to the gym and I read  
German books before bed.  

I am Co-President of my school’s 
German Honors Society chapter and 
I really value involvement in  
expanding cultural awareness while  
broadening student horizons through 
language education.  

In the summer of 2020 I planned on 
attending a three week intensive  
language program in Bremen through 
the Goethe-Institut, but that was un-
fortunately canceled because of the 
pandemic. Thankfully, I will still be 
able to study abroad this upcoming 
June. I am participating in my 
school’s German American  
Partnership Program (GAPP) and I 
will be spending two weeks in  
Osnabrück going to school with my 

exchange partner and then another 
week traveling with my classmates.   

One of the reasons I grew to love  
German language and German class is 
that I saw how many opportunities  
language, especially German, provided. 
I am planning on double majoring in 
chemistry and German in college. 
There are so many German-based  
biochemical companies that do  
incredible work in drug and cancer  
research. My dream job would be to 
work for BioNTech, the company who 
helped develop the Pfizer vaccine. I 
even plan to spend my adult life living 
and working in Germany or Austria.  I 
have always been passionate about 
learning German and I truly see a  
future for myself in Germany.” 

 
Marlene Stocks, Concordia Trust President, with  

Amelia Heppe and Nicole Perrine-Wilson,  
Wissahickon High School German Teacher. 

 
Upon receiving the $1,000 award, 
Amelia wrote “I am writing to express 
my utmost gratitude at receiving the 
Robert L. Stocks Memorial  
Scholarship.  Next summer, I plan on 
studying abroad in Germany.  I am so 
thankful for your generous  
scholarship.” 
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“The United German Hungarian Cultural  Group would like to thank the Concordia 
Trust for its continued support of our various dance groups.  The recognition and 
financial support from the Trust for our efforts to maintain our traditions is deeply 
appreciated.   

Besten Dank für die Unterstützung! ” 

United German Hungarian Cultural Group  

Outstanding Achievement Award Given to 

North Penn High School Student 

Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe 

 

“Thank you for the generous contribution to 
The Donauschwaben Kindergruppe.  Your  
continued support is appreciated.  We are again 
able to hold our traditional Christmas play 
where the children present songs and poems in 
German and English.” 

Fred Gauss, President 

North Penn German teacher, Andrew 
Baker, offered the following  
endorsement of his student, Sarah  
Sikder. 

“I would be happy to recommend  
Sarah Sikder. Her German is  
absolutely stellar and her pronuncia-
tion so good, she was recently selected 
to recite a poem at the German  
National Honor Society induction last 
month. She contributes to class readi-
ly and with meaningful ideas that 
demonstrate not only understanding 
of the complicated topics at hand like 
artificial intelligence and its limits 
and benefits or the difference in  
Romantic artwork and pieces from 
Sturm und Drang, but considerations 
that go beyond basic comprehension 

to real consideration and weighing of 
items of classroom discussion. She is an 
active member of German Club and has 
often brought friends who do not take 
German to our events, which we love!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Sikder accepting her award from  

Marlene Stocks, Concordia Trust President. 
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G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe 

Franklinville-Schwarzwald Männerchor 

The Franklinville-Schwarzwald Männerchor was formed in 2005 from the Franklinville 

Quartett Club (founded in 1900) and the Schwarzwald Quartett Club (founded in 1929) to 

continue the great tradition of German male choral singing in America.  The FSMC is a 

member of the Nordöstlicher Sängerbund (founded in 1850) and The United Singers of 

Philadelphia (founded in 1881).  It is the only German men’s chorus in the Philadelphia, 

area. 

“On behalf of our president, Gregor Helmkamp and the members of the Franklinville-

Schwarzwald Männerchor, allow me to express our thanks and gratitude for your  

consideration and generous gift of $200 again to our organization.  Your recognition of 

our endeavors is not only a help in a financial aspect but more so an encouragement to our 

membership as we continue to strive to present the great heritage of Männerchor singing.”   

Mit herzlichem Dank, Rudi Trickel, Treasurer 
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“I would like to support you in your 

efforts in promoting the German  

language and culture.  Please accept 

the enclosed check in memory of my 

parents, Otto and Erna Trickel. Thank 

you for all of your efforts as we strive 

to maintain the German culture and 
tradition in the Philadelphia area. 

Rudi Trickel 

In The Words Of Our Benefactors ... 

“It gives us joy to contribute 

to the Robert L. Stocks  

Memorial Scholarship.  All 

your efforts to encourage 

the German heritage are 
most appreciated.” 

Brosi and Robert Collier 

“In honor of Robert and Marlene 
Stocks.” 

 
John Huber 

 
“Thank you for all of your 

hard work!” 

Margie and Tom Klueber 
 “Keep up the good work!” 

 
Marianne and Bill Sifer 

 
“We are happy to donate to 

Concordia Trust.  Of course, we 

want to help to promote the 

German culture, language etc.” 

Tom and Birute Winberry 
 

“Thank you for helping to 

spread and keep our German 

traditions alive!” 

Margot Purucker 

“Thank you for the good 

work you do.  We lost  

another friend this year.  

Our donation is in memory 

of Herbert Busch. 

Anita and Bill LaCoff 



deGrouchy, Sifer and Company 
Siegfried Gauss 
Karin and Michael Hazzard, Jr. 
Rev. John G. Huber, Jr. 
Margaret and Thomas Klueber 

The Concordia Trust thanks its generous Benefactors* 
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* donations received between  
12/13/21 and 12/3/22 

Katherine McMahon 
Manfred Schurer 
Marianne and William Sifer 
Trustorff Family Foundation 
Peggy and Glenn White 

In Loving Memory Of: 
 

My Friends 
 

Gottliebe and Erwin Koch 
 

Herbert Busch 
 

Anita and Bill LaCoff 
 

Robert J. Eppinger 
 

Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 
Marlene Stocks 

 
Berta Jud 

 
Marlene Stocks 

 
Hildegard Jakaitis 

 
Birute and Thomas Winberry 

 
Karin Kalmus 

     
Dr. Gerhard Kalmus 

 
Wilhelm Purucker 

 
Margot Purucker 

 
Robert L. Stocks 

 
Ambrosia and Robert Collier 

Joan DelConte 

Marlene Stocks 

 

Otto and Erna Trickel 
 

Jill and Rudi Trickel 



Concordia Trust 
3408 Hillside Drive 
Huntingdon Valley, PA  19006 

Phone: 215.947.5490 

Fax: 215.947.5787 

E-mail: concordiatrust@verizon.net 

Website: www.concordiatrust.org 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

Marlene H. K. Stocks—President 

Susan M. S. Hartmann—Treasurer 

Rosalie E. Matico—Secretary 

Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Ph.D. 

Glenn White 

 

Robert L. Stocks—Co-founder † 

 

 

The Concordia Trust  
invests in the future of German language  

education, scholarship and cultural programming by … 
 

• Supporting German language education 

• Presenting language awards to deserving students of German 

• Promoting German cultural programs 

Experience the German Language and Culture 

Donations are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 

A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by calling toll free within the  
Commonwealth 1-800-732-0999.   
Registration does not imply  endorse-
ment. 

The Concordia Trust,   

created in 2001, is a not-

for-profit, 501(c)(3) chari-

table foundation.  Its mis-

sion is to promote and 

support German language  

education, scholarship and 

cultural programming.   

Wir wünschen Ihnen eine besinnliche Adventszeit, 

 frohe Feiertage, gesegnetes Weihnachtsfest 

und ein glückliches, gesundes  

und friedliches Neues Jahr 

 

Prosit Neujahr 2023! 


