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William Riley Needham, a recent grad-
uate from Saint Joseph’s Preparatory 
School, is the 2021 recipient of the 
Elke Meissgeier Memorial Schol-
arship.  The $1,000 award was pre-
sented to William on July 2 by The 
Rev. Ellen Meissgeier, the sponsor of 
this scholarship.   
 
In nominating William for the scholar-
ship, Deirdre Schlegel, William’s Ger-
man teacher at the Prep, wrote 
“William is currently enrolled in AP 
German.  He plans to continue his 
study of German next year at Penn. 
 
William has been an outstanding Ger-
man student as the many awards he 
has received over the years reflect.  He 
was inducted into Delta Epsilon Phi 
last year.  The same year he applied for 
the Projekt Frankfurter Deutsch Spi-
pendium and was selected to receive 
this all-expenses paid trip to Germany.   
 
William has won medals and awards 
on the National German Exam for con-
secutive years.  Finally, William has 
been an active member of the school’s 
German Club.  As a senior this year, he 
took on the role of president.  He is a 
wonderful ambassador for the German 
language programme at the Prep.  I can 
say without hesitation that William 
stands out as an exceptional language 
student.” 
 
The Concordia Trust Board of Direc-
tors was so impressed with William’s 
accomplishments, that it also present-
ed him the Robert L. Stocks Memo-
rial Award.  This $1,000 award was 

presented by Concordia Trust Presi-
dent, Marlene H. K. Stocks. 
 
To express his appreciation for both 
scholarships, William wrote:  
 
Ich schreibe Ihnen nochmal, um Ihnen 
zu danken, weil Sie mir die fantas-
tische Gelegenheit gegeben haben, 
Deutsch an der University of Pennsyl-
vania zu studieren.  Ich glaube, wenn 
ich eine zweite Sprache beherrsche, 
insbesondere Deutsch, dann werde ich 
die Fähigkeit haben, mit Menschen aus 
anderen Ländern zu sprechen, und ich 
werde eine neue Denkweise bekom-
men.  Eine Sprache zu sprechen und zu 
lernen ist wichtig, aber die Menschen, 
die diese Sprache sprechen, sind 
genauso wichtig.  Deshalb möchte ich 
im Ausland in Deutschland studieren, 
während ich an der Universität bin.   
 
Vielen Dank. William Needham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Needham accepting the 
Elke Meissgeier  

Memorial  Scholarship from  
The Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 

 



Page 2 

Support ing Students o f  German and 

German Cul tura l  Organizat ions  

Lower Moreland Student Presented  

Concordia Trust Excellence in German Award 

The Concordia Trust Certificate of 
Achievement Award and $500 
award were given to Lower Mo-
reland High School senior, Riley 
Hesbacher. 

Riley’s German teacher, Margaret 
Stiles, wrote that Riley has been 
learning German since the seventh 
grade and is presently enrolled in the 
AP German class.  She demonstrates 
her enthusiasm for the German lan-
guage and culture as the President of 

Concordia Trust Outstanding Achievement Award 

Presented to Council Rock High School South Student  

The 2021 Concordia Trust Out-
standing Achievement Award was 
presented to Dominick Conte.  

Dominick’s German teacher, Roy 
Harvey, offered the following in-
sights into Dominick’s German 
achievements and interest in the lan-
guage.  Dominick is a student in the 
Advanced Placement German class, 
which demonstrates his level of in-
terest in learning German.  Mr. Har-
vey praised Dominick’s work ethic 
and indicated that as a result he has 
done well with his studies.  He plans 
to continue studying German in the 
fall.   

Additionally, Dominick is a very 
“conscientious young gentleman”, 

who also has an interest in singing.   

Dominick thanked Concordia Trust for 
the $500 award by writing: 

“My name is Dominick Conte and in 
June I was the recipient of the Outstand-
ing Achievement Award in German at 
Council Rock High School South.  I 
wanted to thank the organization for 
honoring me with this award and for the 
extremely generous scholarship it came 
with.  It is so very much appreciated and 
I have used it to help me further my edu-
cation at West Chester University.  
Danke schön für alles.” 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen, 

Dominick Conte 

the Lower Moreland German Club and 
a member of the German Honor Socie-
ty.   
 
Frau Stiles described Riley as “a won-
derful, intelligent, thoughtful young 
woman who plans to major in linguis-
tics at the University of Pittsburgh.  
Besides German, she has also been 
studying Spanish during high school 
and everyone who knows her, speaks 
very highly of her.”   
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North Penn High School Student Receives 

Concordia Trust German Award 

When North Penn High School 
German teacher, Andrew Baker, 
was asked if he could recommend 
and outstanding student of Ger-
man, he wasted n0 time in sharing 
the ideal candidate  for considera-
tion, Ethan Freiman. 

“Ethan is fantastic. His abilities in 
all competencies of German are 
the most outstanding in my AP 
class this year and exceed those of 
the German students who had 
spent their junior year at our part-
ner schools in Aalen and Salzgit-
ter. He has a strong conceptualiza-
tion of modern-day Germany with 
a keen interest in its history and 
politics to understand what makes 
Germany and Germans tick. He is 
an active participant in class and 
ready and able to communicate 
complex and nuanced ideas       
entirely in German. 

He is the president of our German 
Club this year. He forged through 
the daunting task of leading a Ger-
man club that spent the entire 
year in a virtual setting. We held 
monthly meetings and created 
programming that maintained a 
high level of involvement and 
commitment from the German 
Club members and he made sure 
that the topics were interesting 
enough and well-advertised so 
that people would come. I have 
been impressed since day one of 
this year that so many people 

would come to an online German 
club! We organized a trivia game 
with some Germans from across the 
country and we played each other 
about youth slang and other teenag-
er topics. It was a lot of fun! He 
would have certainly been our 
North Penn representative at the 
yearly speaking competition, but 
that didn't take place this year. He 
spearheaded a participation compe-
tition to increase involvement with 
members where students would 
gain points for the most German 
spirit by watching German movies, 
soccer games, listening to music or 
cooking dishes at home.  

 He is overall a very funny, pleasant, 
dedicated student of German - a 
hard worker and creator of quality 
content. After rereading the award 
description, I am only more con-
vinced that the award is designed 
for someone just like him.” 

Ethan appreciated the $500 award: 

“I would like to sincerely thank you 
for the award.  It means a lot to my 
family and I, and I used the money 
to pay for my German class and 
German textbook in college.  Once 
again, thanks very much!”  Ethan 
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“On behalf of the United German Hungarian Cultural  Group, I would like to thank 
you and express appreciation and gratitude for your financial contribution.  We 
will strive to continue performing and educating others in the heritage passed 
down by our ancestors, which we truly enjoy.  We are honored to have your sup-
port and kindness.” 

Sincerely,  The United German Hungarian Cultural Group 

United German Hungarian Cultural Group  

G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe 

Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe and 

Franklinville-Schwarzwald Männerchor 

 

The Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe and the Franklinville-

Schwarzwald Männerchor also received financial support in appreciation for their 

continued efforts to promote German folk dancing within their children’s group 

and to maintain the rich legacy of German male vocal music in the greater Phila-

delphia area.   We wish both organizations continued success and enjoyment. 
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The Center for Pennsylvania German Studies  
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“We enjoy reading your news-

letter telling us about the  
students and organizations ‘CT’ 
supports.  Wishing you success 
in the coming year and good 

health so that you can continue 
to carry out your mission of 

promoting German  
language and education!” 

 
Karin and Michael Hazzard 

and Lisel Trustorff 
 

In The Words Of Our Benefactors ... 

“We are proud of your 
many works on behalf of 

German culture.” 
 

Brosi and Robert Collier 

“The mission statement of your 
Concordia Trust is impressive as 
are the projects you support.  
The  check is enclosed with  

thankfulness for the support  
you are giving to many German-
American education and cultural  

enterprises.” 
 

John Huber 

 
“Good luck with your work!” 

 
Margie and Tom Klueber 

 

“Keep up the good work!” 
 

Margot Purucker 

 
“We appreciate everything 
that you and The Concordia 

Trust do to promote the 
German culture.” 

 
Birute and Tom Winberry 

 

“The check this year is in 

memory of Erwin Galgon.” 

Anita and Bill LaCoff 



Raymond F. Anderson, III 
Cynthia and Todd Bertsch 
deGrouchy, Sifer and Company 
Marlene Fricker and William Galgon 
Dr. Jean & Rev. Stephen Godsall-Myers 
Karin and Michael Hazzard, Jr. 

The Concordia Trust thanks its generous Benefactors* 
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* donations received between  
12/10/20 and 11/23/21 

Margaret and Thomas Klueber 
Rosalie and Ross Matico 
Manfred Schurer 
Jacqueline and Kile Smith 
Trustorff Family Foundation 

In Loving Memory Of: 
 

Ute Bleeker 
 

Rev. Ellen Meissgeier and Rev. Chris Glod 
 

Erwin Galgon 
 

Anita and William LaCoff 
 

Maggie Annaliese Huber 
 

Rev. John Huber 
 

Hildegard Jakaitis 
 

Birute and Thomas Winberry 
 

Karin Kalmus 
     

Marlene H. K. Stocks 
 

Doris and Ernst Knott  
 

Karen and Robert Eppinger 
 

Elke Meissgeier 
 

Marlene H. K. Stocks 
 

Wilhelm Purucker 
 

Margot Purucker 
 

Robert L. Stocks 
 

Ambrosia and Robert Collier 

Marlene H. K. Stocks 

Dr. Karyn and Jason Wulf 



Concordia Trust 
3408 Hillside Drive 
Huntingdon Valley, PA  19006 

Phone: 215.947.5490 

Fax: 215.947.5787 

E-mail: concordiatrust@verizon.net 

Website: www.concordiatrust.org 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

Marlene H. K. Stocks—President 

Susan M. S. Hartmann—Treasurer 

Rosalie E. Matico—Secretary 

Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Ph.D. 

Glenn White 

 

Robert L. Stocks—Co-founder † 

 

 

The Concordia Trust  
invests in the future of German language  

education, scholarship and cultural programming by … 
 

• Supporting German language education 

• Presenting language awards to deserving students of German 

• Promoting German cultural programs 

Experience the German Language and Culture 

Donations are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 

A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by calling toll free within the  
Commonwealth 1-800-732-0999.   
Registration does not imply  endorse-
ment. 

The Concordia Trust,   

created in 2001, is a not-

for-profit, 501(c)(3) chari-

table foundation.  Its mis-

sion is to promote and 

support German language  

education, scholarship and 

cultural programming.   

Wir wünschen Ihnen eine besinnliche Adventszeit, 

 frohe Weihnachten und ein glückliches, gesundes  

und friedliches Neues Jahr 

 

Prosit Neujahr 2022! 


